League Div. 1

23-05-2004                    Nadur Youngsters -0- Zebbug Rovers -1-                Gozo Stadium

match report by Charlie Grech

The newly crowned Champions, Zebbug Rovers, encouraged by the biggest crowd behind them, even with a band, managed to finish in style their best season ever in Gozitan football.  They beat outgoing Champions by one goal to nil.  The match started with both teams cautious, with Nadur Youngsters trying to finish their season with something out of this game.  The first 10 minutes belonged to Nadur in terms of possession but had tries from outside the area without bothering Xuereb in the Rovers goal.  Then Zebbug started to get more into the match and Quinhione saw Falzon making a tremendous save from his nice shot.  The rebound was taken by Touali and again Falzon had to make reflex save to keep his goal intact.  

On the other side an action between C. Camilleri and Panic ended with Camilleri’s shot being deflected for a corner.  Panic’s header was centimeters wide from a cross by Camilleri.  Falzon saved well again a Quinhione’s shot.  A very balanced and interesting first half, which ended without a goal being scored.  Nadur opened the second half again on the attack, but the Zebbug defense didn’t concede any space, and the Nadur forwards were finding it very hard to penetrate.  

On the hour mark, Zebbug opened the score, with what ended up as the winning goal.  Sylvan Galea, some 4 meters outside the area tried a half turned shot that ended into the top corner of Nadur’s posts, leaving literally all Nadur team wondering what had happened.  Nadur’s reaction was immediate, but Panic missed the equalizer from 2 feet away. 2 consecutive free kicks for Nadur, both taken between the 2 Serbian players, from just outside the Rovers area, both ended in the barrier.  Late in the game another Panic’s free kick went just over the bar.  Zebbug managed to keep their net intact to register their third victory over Nadur in this season’s campaign.  Well done to the Rovers, as on the whole, they were worthy winners of this year’s title.  After the game both captains were presented with the respective cups, Nadur the runners-up and Zebbug with the Championship Trophy. 

Referee:  Anton Zammit 

The Nadur Youngsters formation: Justin Falzon; Jeffrey Meilak; Kevin Buttigieg; Brian Portelli; Alexander Simoncic; Mario Bonello; Anthony Portelli; Aaron Camilleri (Shaun Muscat); Charles Hili; Radivoj Panic; Chris Camilleri.

	Easyline GFA Final First Division Table          2003-2004

	 FINAL
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	Pts

	Zebbug Rovers
	18
	11
	5
	2
	46
	21
	38

	Nadur Youngsters
	18
	9
	3
	6
	40
	34
	30

	Ghajnsielem
	18
	7
	5
	6
	35
	32
	26

	Victoria Hotspurs
	18
	5
	5
	8
	32
	38
	20

	Sannat Lions
	18
	4
	7
	7
	19
	26
	19

	Xewkija Tigers
	18
	4
	7
	7
	25
	35
	19

	Kercem Ajax
	18
	5
	4
	9
	19
	30
	19

	Zebbug Rovers - Champions

	A Relegation decider between the bottom 3 clubs is needed to determine the last 3 places in the table.


